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ing the House that " by want of temperance and prudent
conduct we had lost America." Fox's reply was prompt
and resolute. He did not agree with Francis that it would
be no serious loss If the colonies broke away. He regarded
the loss of America as a great misfortune, and he would
regard the loss of the West Indian colonies as a great
misfortune. The advantages however of the connection to
the West Indies were great and palpable, and he did not
think the colonies would sacrifice that connection for the
sake of the slave trade. " Next it was said, we owe much
to the West Indies. If we do, let us pay what we owe, or
say that we cannot; but let us not say that the kidnapping of
240,000 negroes is a fit compensation from Great Britain to
her colonies. ... I am not much alarmed by the possibility
of our Islands getting Into habits of intimacy with foreigners ;
but if they should be so infatuated as to prefer the continu-
ance of this detestable and pernicious trade to their connec-
tion with this country, I would not vote a shilling of the
money of my constituents to coerce them. This I have
always said and always thought, and always I was using
something like the coward's threat being persuaded, that
they would consider the loss of our connection, and the
advantages they derive from it, as the most formidable
threat that could be made to them."1
In the last years of the century the champions of all good
causes had to sustain a hard struggle beneath dark and
Inexorable skies. Wilberforce's great cause was no exception.
In 1788 it had looked as if the triumph of the cause was
Imminent, and a temporary measure was passed that year
to mitigate the horrors of the Middle Passage. From that
year the prospects grew steadily worse. Pitt's colleagues,
Dundas, Thurlow, and Jenkinson, fought abolition by every
kind of device, and the French Revolution and the French
war reinforced selfishness with panic. In 1791 Wilberforce
was beaten by 163 to 88, In 1792 a motion for immediate
abolition was defeated in favour of gradual abolition, and
1 Speeches, vol. iv. p. 401.